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It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to the new
Editor of the Communicator.   Welcome Nancy, K9DIG!
As you know, Dick K3CDQ, our previous editor, has been
asking for a replacement for well over a year, and I am
happy to report that he finally got his wish.  Dick, and
his lovely wife Judy, have been editing the Communicator
for many years, and have done a fantastic job.  It was a
Newsletter, but after they worked their magic, it
became a publication that we could all be proud of, and
look forward to each month.  Thanks, Dick and Judy, for
a job well done, and now you have a well-deserved
vacation.  Let’s all help Nancy as she takes on the
awesome task of editing the Communicator.

Our Birthday Celebration continues, with the following
awards issued:  Century Birthday to:  K9DIG; K5BOO;
KC7KPG; KL7FQQ; K4KRK; N4ZGH; KK4AED; W4JMJ;
VE5ADO and VE3JPJ.  The Corona Borealis Birthday
went to:  KC8VRT and K0MMR.  The President’s Day
birthday went to KC8VRT and the Old Timer Birthday
went to N0MMR.  The Summer award was earned by
VE5ADO and K4KRK.  Congratulations all.

Plans are coming together nicely for the 2014
Convention.  It is scheduled for June 12-15, 2014 at the
Hilton Gardens Inn in Sarasota, Florida.  Check the Web
Page for any further information.



We are looking for someone to host the 2015 Convention, so if you have any
interest, please contact any of the Board Members.  Check out the Web
Page for e-mail addresses.

At the 2013 Convention, a committee was appointed to revamp the Special
Day Awards for 2013.  This committee currently consists of: KL7FQQ, WD1Z,
K9DIG and KE5ZI…if you would like to join in, please contact
me…kl7fqq@yahoo.com.

There have been a few new additions and changes made to the Policy and
Procedures Manual.  Please check out the latest version on the Web site.

Just when we thought the worst must be over, the band has continued to
slide.  We really do appreciate all our dedicated controls that are there
day in and day out, doing their best under awful conditions.  Thanks for
your dedication.

33’s, 73’s and 88’s Rose

Presidents Report Continued

K7OUO
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Silent Keys

16123 K5DI  Karl  F.Larsen,

Las Cruces, NM

2644     W1TN   John E. McKeen,
Scarborough, ME

12605    KA2CLX   Elsie L. Finkelstein,
Louisville, KY

11682   WF2W   Thomas B. Christopher,
Newburg, NY

14062   W4HLF Arlie B. Hager, Orange,
VA

14505    WB4SPS  William N. Sanders,
Memphis, TN

9034     W6CS    Robert C. Smithwick,
Los Altos Hill, CA

9787     WB5BRD     Ray Hooper,
Mena, AR

Please remember all our silent keys
and their families family in your

thoughts and prayers.

Editors note

Just a quick thank you to Rose
KL7FQQ for trusting me with

being Editor of the
Communicator. I hope everyone

will enjoy what we can put
together. I will accept articles
from anyone who has something

to share.

Nancy K9DIG

New Members

16827 VE2OCH Michel (Mike)

Desrochers, 284 Du Patriuote

Ste-Marthe-sue-le-lac, QC JON 1PO

ipa849@hotmail.com

16828  KD0UAG Jeffrey (Jeff)
 Sinason 1500 Boone Valley Ridge

Augusta MO 63332 636-987-2047
 jsinason@centurytel.net

Prayer Request

Ginger, NØUOD, Colorado Springs
needs our prayers and

encouragement.  She got pneumonia
in May and it infected her heart.  She

said that she will have to have a
procedure. She shared that she had

never had a heart problem at all , so
you can imagine this was a shock.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank the YLISSB for the wonderful
plaque ( Founder's Award)  awarded
to me at the 2013 Convention.  I was
truly surprised to receive it in the
mail .  What an honor, I will surely
treasure it forever. I have said the
following many times and believe it
with all my heart :  I am so proud to

be a member of the YLISSB.  The
System is like one big family with

many members.  It is the members who
make the System the success that it is

and I am proud to belong to such a
great family.  Thanks again

73

Joan W4JMJ
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Our Birthday Celebration continues
with Belt of Orion -  2013, on August

22.
Contact nine (9) of the following

twelve (12) members: KC2ATK,
KC7KPG, KN4AA, N0TWV, VE3JPJ,
VE7AAV, K9DIG, KI4TXP, VE5ADO,
KL7FQQ, W9DTR, 0R KJ4P.  K4ICA,
SSB #1, will count as 4 contacts.

All logs are to be sent to:  Barbara
Neiman, KE5ZI, 4257 SW 7th Ave. Rd.,

Ocala, FL  34471-7497, with your
check for $5.00.  Remember that any
member that qualifies for all 12 of

our special days will receive a
surprise at the following

convention.

Net Logger Help

From Sally, KK4YL: Hi folks, for
those of you who would like to begin

using Net Logger, please read my
page on how to do so, at

www.qsl.net/kk4yl.

1st 2nd and 3rd period Control

Jda has requested control help for
the 3 periods mentioned above.

She can no longer  maintain the same
schedule we are used to her keeping.

We need to have control’s to keep the
System operating the way we are used

to.

If you can help please let Judy KC7KPG
know as she does the scheduling for

Jda.

Judy’s email Is

 nurentj@wildblue.net

There are also several Control
openings on the 3rd hour of the

Moonbeam.

It would be nice to have a some
western stations step up as it is
earlier there and propagation

should be better for them.

Nancyyoshida@live.com

Veterans Bios available at
http://www.qsl.net/kk4yl/veterans.html

How to be a good control

Most important is to remember you are the Voice of the System

Be Friendly and welcoming

Be Early for your scheduled shift so the off going Controls
know  you are there

Use Netlogger if Possible. It helps everyone

This is our Hobby- Have fun but be respectful

For a full list see our Policies & Procedures available at ylsystem.org



August Birthdays

8/01 AA4GT

8/02 WD4HVA

8/05 KK4PI

8/10 NØEND

8/10 JUDY (CDQ)

8/10 KP3B

8/12 WAØAVW

8/14 KC1MR

8/15 WN9MFC

8/15  K9DIG

8/16 KC5HIW

8/20 WBØMDP

8/23 W7RMC

8/23 WB5OHN

8/25 ABØEG

8/25 NØQAV

8/28 KB8NSA

August Anniversaries

8/03 KL7FQQ ROSE & KL7FQR STAN 56

8/24 AC4NC NATALIE & KD4AKT BILL
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Uncle Bill K0UB @ Peace Garden Hamfest, ND

I miss the day when one could go to a Hamfest and tell what rigs were in
front of you without having to lean over and try to read the make and

model number.  Yes you could walk into a shack and know what kind of rig
the ham was using before you sat down.  I am talking about the day of color
and large print, a nice blue and silver Drake, a brown Allied 2617a, a green

Heathkit or maybe a cream and wood Ten-TeC, all with big chrome knobs.  I
even remember seeing a YL decorate her shack in blue and silver to match

her new Drake Twins.  Those were the days.  Now you can pay a lot of money
and get a little black box with a few buttons and switches and with tiny

little abbreviated letters and numbers on them or you can pay more money
and get a bigger black box with a few more buttons and switches with tiny
little abbreviated letters and numbers them or you can spend your entire

retirement savings and pay a fortune for a big black box with with a
multitude of buttons and switches on it, yes all with tiny little abbreviated

letters and numbers on them.  I sure hated it when Ten-Tec caved and put
their Argonaut in a little black box with tiny little abbreviated letters and

numbers on them.

I also admit this is probably my age but I do miss the colors that the radio's
came in back in the day.  Now I am going to stop and turn on my black box with
tiny little letters and numbers on it and catch some DX, that is if the band is

up to it.
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Spotlight

W5CAP   C A Phillips

My first knowledge of amateur radio began as a very young boy.  I read a
novel about two young boys that moved away to college.  The details are

vague this many years later but the school had regulations against having a
radio on campus.  So they hid a CW rig in the attic, ran a thin wire out to a

tree and proceeded to contact a ham back home. The story was so realistic
that I could see the filaments on the tubes and hear the CW as they sent it!

For the life of me, I can not recall the name of the book but have often
wished I could find a copy and reread the story all over again.  From that

day forward, I made up my mind that someday I’d be a ham operator.

This dream came true for me as I became  novice KN5EJS in March 1956, I was
18 years old at the time. I passed my General Class exam before a FCC

Examiner in Memphis, TN in 1957 and became K5EJS. In those days, a 13 word
per minute code test was mandatory and all General and above exams were
administered by a FCC examiner.  Those were pre-SSB days, with lots of AM
signals and heterodynes! But it was still a fun, magical and exciting hobby

with my lowly 50 watts. My rig consisted of a WRL Globe Scout 65A that ran
50 watts AM and 65 Watts Phone that I built  from a kit, Hammarlund HQ
140XA receiver, Astatic JT30 mike, and Windom Antenna cut for 80M. The
Globe Scout had a Pi-net final so I was also able to work 160 meters with

the Windom. The Windom was only approximately 25 feet above ground and
strung from 2X4 mounted on back of our  house out to the top of tin roof

barn. I continue to love Windom antennas today.

In those days, shortwave and ham radio were magical to me.  I never tired of
the excitement of calling CQ and anxiously waiting to see who would come
back to me or…….of calling a DX station and hearing him come back to me.
Although today’s technology of cell phones, computers, and satellites
have taken away some of the magic, I continue to enjoy the camaraderie

available on the ham bands.

As time marched on SSB became more and more popular with AM falling by
the way side. I later built a Heath Marauder SSB transmitter and Heath

Warrior 1kw linear amplifier and purchased a Drake 2B receiver.  This rig
served me well for many years to come. During this time, I also had a 50’

crank up, fold over tower with a Cushcraft A4  four element beam that I
literally used to work all over the world.  However, due to job transfers, I

later had to trim down my station to a more compact set up.

My present station consists of a  Kenwood TS 530SP, Kenwood TS 430S, Amp
Supply LK 450 1.5 kw linear amplifier, MC60A mike and Windom antenna cut

for 14.332 khz at 40 feet above ground.



I traded in K5EJS for W5CAP approximately two years ago but still slip at
times using the old call sign.  After all, old habits are hard to break!

Most of my operating time is presently spent on the YL System.  However I
have also have begun to participate in the PacSea Net  in the evenings

on14.300 khz.

I have been very fortunate in that the “Redhead” (Leigh, my XYL) has been
very understanding and supportive of my love for ham radio down through

the years.  Without her support, it would not have been nearly as
enjoyable.

I retired from Deere and Company in 2000 after 30 years with the company.
We have a son and his family that live locally and also a couple of

grandsons here in Searcy.  Our daughter and her family including our
three granddaughters and a grandson live in the San Francisco Bay area.

We fly out for a visit 2-4 times a year.

In addition to ham radio, other hobbies include yard work (over an acre),
photography,  but most importantly going to the gun range and wasting
some powder, lead and paper!  I love both rifle and handguns.  I’m very
fortunate in that our son inherited my love of guns and we have spent

countless hours of very enjoyable friendly competition  at the range. By
the way I am a life member of the National Rifle Association.

Page 8
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From the Historian

    Hi Everyone.  Hey! Have any of you wondered what in the world
are those YL System Awards all about? Especially since we are

currently experiencing a growth in the number of Members who
are vying for the very nice certificates that accompany the

Awards?  Well, we have to look way back into the early history of
the YL System for the answers. It was recognized by our Founders
that to be categorized as just an Emergency Handling group was

only a small fraction of what took place on the System.  We
needed to foster camaraderie, create interest for our Members,
and at the same time, do something that would encourage those
Hams looking at us from the outside, to become members of our

super organization.
    Thus, the Awards Program was born, and except for a very few
awards that no longer apply, we maintain, exercise, and reward
our Members who work hard to garner those certificates for

their walls and shacks.  This month, August, we will once again
encourage our Members to work for the Belt of Orion Award on

the 22nd.  Hope to see everyone on the YL System on that day.
Awards information can be found on the YL System Website, in the

Communicator, and also in our wonderful annual publication,
“The Voice”.

73 for now,
Kevin

KN4AA,YL System Historian

N0AAH, STEPHEN (STEVE) R SHOBE, MO #16767 U. S. NAVY - Retired RMC -
USN From 1963 to 1983

NØDK, EMIL F WIEGLENDA, ND #15744 U. S. MARINE CORPS for two years
active duty. I went through boot camp at MCRD San Diego then to Camp
Pendleton after that with forward echelon to set up Marine training

center at Twenty Nine Palms, CA. from there I was released from active
duty.

0EHQ, ED PALMER, IA #16418 U. S. AIR FORCE from July 1978 thru July
1982. Stationed at Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, TX ATC from September

1978 thru November 1979. Then reassigned to Offutt AFB, Omaha, NE. SAC
in December 1979 through discharge in July 1982. Worked in base supply as

a Material Facilities Specialist.
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N5FYR, MIKE BELFORD, OK #16674 U. S. NAVY

N7COA, DAVID L GREGORY, (Recent Silent Key) WY #14113 U. S. ARMY fly-
ing helicopters. Yes, I am one of the many veterans out there. After basic
training, I served from 1963 to 1965 in Germany, from 1965 to 1966 in Viet
Nam, from 1966 to 1968 at Fort Carson, CO, from Jan 1968 to Jan 1969 in
Korea, from Feb 1969 to Apr 1970 at Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah,
GA, from there to Viet Nam until May 1971 and Fort Rucker, AL. I got out
in September of 1971 and went back to school for my degree. Most of the
time was spent in helicopters. While in school and from 2/72 until 7/77 I
was in the USAF for the extra pay.

N7FSR NORMAN L. GRAY, SR., AZ #14247 U.S. AIR FORCE 1953-1973 TSGT,
Medical Corpsman

N8COQ, KENNETH R BARNES, IN #16164 I served at the end of the Vietnam
era (1975-1979) in the U. S. AIR FORCE stationed primarily in Cocoa Beach,
FL.
Had the pleasure of working on Collins gear (KWM-2A, 30L1, TSC60 a
10kW unit into a log periodic antenna, and MRC 107 Jeeps sporting a 618T
transceiver) as a Ground Radio Equipment Repairman. Worked CW from
the radio jeeps (often from Cape Kennedy) as my boss did not approve of
hamming from the shop. While on deployments I would take a few miles of
field phone wire and several knock down 50 foot towers and build the
antennas I had read about in the handbooks. Commander was impressed as
often our 100 watt Jeep signal into the right home brew antenna (Rhomb-
ic, beam, etc.) was as strong as the 10 kW stations at the receiving end.
Built a beverage with another ham (Eugene Kelly forget his call) and
were able to hear the South Americans well from the survival area in
Florida - had the OSI drop in and start running tape recorders. Command-
er loved it.

N9QA, CHARLES (CHARLIE) L WILLIAMS, IN #16283 U.S. ARMY, 1960-1993 I
was on active duty from 1960-1965. I started out as a truck driver and
then switched to Air Defense Operator. When I moved to Indiana, I joined
the Reserves as a truck driver and switched to mechanic. We went to
Desert Storm I 1991. Got out of the Reserves in 1993. Stationed in El Paso
TX for 23 months—was in Germany for 28 months as a SFC E7.

NA4ME, CHARLES (CHUCK) E SMITH, GA #16493 U.S. NAVY - I served in the
Navy on active duty 1973-1977 and active reserve 1977-1979.

The Communicator is published once a month for the benefit of the YL System members by:
Nancy Yoshida K9DIG


